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News from the Ballarat Tramway Museum
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Australia Day 2010

Len Millar carefully guides tram No 671 past dozens of parked cars on Australia Day.
Standing alongside him is our latest young recruit Eddy Radics. Already initiated into the
greasy delights of working under trams, Eddy hopes to train as a driver later this year. We
expect Len was pointing out the joy of experiencing cars reversing out with little notice.

In this Issue:

¢ An Invitation to join us for a Strategic Planning and Information Workshop
e Thirty Five Years Ago — The Official Opening

e Horse Tram No 1 to run during the Heritage Weekend

e The former Sandringham Ticket Cabinet

Ballarat Trams are Ballarat History
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An Invitation to a
Strategic Planning and Information Workshop

In 2004 and 2007 the Museum held
Strategic Planning sessions which have
been very successful in guiding it forward
over recent years. It is now time for the
Museum’s Strategic Plan to be revisited
and updated. To enable this, a workshop
day is planned for Saturday 20 March 2010
at the Bungaree Historical Society Rooms
opposite the Bungaree General Store.

If you are free on the day and a member of
the Museum, the Board would value your
input. We also intend to bring you up to
date in what is happening in respect to the
Museum and the future steps that are
needed to ensure we maintain a safe, viable
and sustainable operation.

The planning for the day at this stage is:

10.00to 10.30  Discuss the  current

strategic plan and review

Tick off completed
projects or the ones
which are no longer
relevant

Thirty Five years Ago —

For the last of our series of articles we
revisit the Official Opening of the “Ballarat
Tourist Tramway” on 1% February 1975.

“Fares Please” for March 1975 devoted
only one paragraph to the event, but
“Trolley Wire” for February contained a
wonderful description of the day by late
member Bob Prentice. Reading it reminds
us of how different the precinct is in 2010
and also how the wonderful descriptive
language employed by writers schooled in

10.30to 11.30  Brainstorm new ideas,
directions, objectives
Specifically review the
planning for Bungaree
and the Depot properties
Lunch

Review our possible
projects  overall;  be
realistic about them,
what we can and can't
do. Consider those
projects which would be
good to do.

Wrap up

11.30 to 12.30

12.30 to 1.30
1.30 to02.30

2.30 to 3.00

In order to arrange catering etc, your RSVP
by Monday 15 March would be very much
appreciated. ~ This will also enable a
package of materials to be sent to you prior
to the day or made available for collection
at the depot beforehand.

Please advise Warren Doubleday by email:
tramwad(@alphalink.com.au, by mail to PO
Box 128 Flemington Vic. 3031, or by
phone on (03) 9376 6882.

The Official Opening

earlier times is gradually disappearing.

The Museum’s collection of photos of the
day is very small and this brings attention
to how dependent we are on the generosity
of Members and friends who have over the
years donated their original records and
photos or copies of them.

If you can assist to enhance the Museum’s
collection ~ Warren Doubleday, our
archivist, would be very happy to hear
from you.
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Ballarat Tourist Tramway Opened

This article written by the late Bob
Prentice first appeared in “Trolley Wire”
in February 1975.

The Ballarat Tramway Preservation
Society Ltd. proudly announces that their
Tourist Tramway, operating in Wendouree
Parade , was officially opened during the
afternoon of Saturday 1% February 1975, by
the Chairman of the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria, Mr. J. C.
Trethowan, B. Com., FASA.

The Opening Day planning committee,
chaired by Bill Jessup, met on a regular
basis for some months prior to the opening,
and the success of the day was due to their
thorough way of proceeding. During the
week preceding the festivities the general
arrangements were spearheaded by Geoff
Cargeeg and Peter Rees, and through their
diligent efforts (with day to day assistance
from others) the official dais, sales
department tent, and the trams were ready
for the great day.

Waiting for the ceremony to begin
BTM collection

Saturday dawned redolent, and portended
the weather conditions for the rest of the
day.

As the hours passed, a sense of mounting
excitement was evident as more and more
representatives of tramway and railway
Preservation groups throughout Australia
were greeted at the dais and depot
precincts. To the Association of Railway
Enthusiasts fell the honour of being the
first society to charter a special tram (No.
40) from the B.T.P.S.; the A.R.E. members
travelled to Wendouree by a special diesel
railcar.

During the morning, a film crew from
ABV Channel 2 'took footage'  for
Weekend Magazine of "Mr. Fuller
teaching Mr. Croft to drive" and of "Mr.
Inglis being instructed".

Whilst these incidents were happening,
trams 26 and 27 provided a service in
Wendouree Parade. At 1.00 pm the last
round trip left the Gardens Loop, and by




The official guests were then
invited to board Nos. 40 and 14
and these trams moved through a
streamer held by the Ballarat Vice-
president, Frank Hanrahan, and
Melbourne Vice-president, Bill
Jessup, and preceded by the pipe
band for a short distance down the
track to the skirl of the pipes and
the beat of drums, set out on the
official run. No. 40 was driven by
Mr. Trethowan and crewed by
Clyde Croft and Richard Gilbert;
whilst No. 14 was driven by Sir

Arthur  Nicholson with Peter
Winspur and conductor Geoff
Cargeeg.

After running to Carlton Street and returning
to the Gardens Loop, the official guests were
requested to alight, and as they moved to the
Gardens Kiosk, Nos. 40 and 14 entered
public service in conjunction with Nos. 26
and 27; the trams operating in pairs.

Inside the kiosk, the guests were invited to
be seated, and soon cups of tea or coffee
were distributed... sandwiches and cakes
consumed; the excellent catering by our
good friends Arthur and Mrs. Maxwell, was
interspersed by short discourses from
Maurie Calnin and Richard Gilbert.

Your writer reflected, as he gazes out of the
kiosk, watching swans and other water-fowl
floating past on Lake Wendouree, with a
backdrop of yachts sailing further out from
the shore -- "what a peaceful scene... what a
magnificent setting for a tourist tramway...."

Breaking the banner
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SEC News for February 1975, showed State
Electricity Commission of Victoria Chairman
Charles Trethowan and the Mayor of Ballarat,
Sir Arthur Nicholson with the former SEC Tram
No. 40. BTM collection

“Trolley Wire” is a full colour quarterly magazine published by the Sydney Tramway
Museum. It features news from all the Australian tramway museums as well as historical
articles about Australian tramways. It retails for $9.90 and is available at the Ballarat
Tramway Museum, the Railfan Shop or by contacting P O Box 103 Sutherland NSW 1499




