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News from the Ballarat Tramway Museum

Mark McKay guides No 27 past the always busy playground on Sunday 7
December 2008. Unlike the 1960’s, the Museum believes in keeping our
decorations simple. In this issue Alan Bradley recalls the Santa trams which
ran from 1964 until 1970. Photo: Peter Winspur

Seasons Greefings!

Ballarat Trams are Ballarat History
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Copsnkids 2008

Ballarat turned on a delightful day of late
Spring weather on November 24th, after a
somewhat wet week-end, for the end of the
annual Copsnkids weekend, a highlight for
young children suffering from cancer who
have a few days respite from the rigours of
their troubles riding fire engines,
aeroplanes, and generally having a good
time under the custody (?) of members of
the police force and other carers, headed by
Sgt John Moloney.

As for the past seven years, we hosted
rides for the children for most of whom a
tram ride is somewhat of a novelty. Driver
Dave O’Neil (who initiated the BTM
involvement) and Conductor Austin
Brehaut, who willingly and enthusiastically
give their time each year to help the cause,
were almost overwhelmed by the rush of
kids to get aboard W4 671 for their trips
through the Gardens. Thankfully in 2008
the Gardens are a little more colourful than
recent years, even if the Lake is still empty.
A few were even keen enough to take a
second ride, and proudly showed their
tickets to the Conductor on the next trip.
Their day finished clambering all over the
Gardens Playground (Dave and Austin
wondered whether the children were
actually prised away from it before
sunset!), while our intrepid crew returned
to the Depot well-satisfied with what we as
a Museum continue to be able to do for
these young people, even in a relatively
small way.

An added bonus this year was the presence
of a WIN TV news crew who conducted an
interview with Dave on the general state of
the Museum activities and hopes for the
future -- good publicity-- together with the

the obligatory shots of 671 with Dave
driving and Austin issuing tickets, while
also showing a few seconds of the kids on
board. We hope the message got through
to the viewers that evening, and that BTM
will be well kept before the public and help
keep our patronage up despite the present
economic situation. Austin Brehaut

New Board

Two vacancies on the Board were filled at
the AGM. Alastair Reither was elected as
Vice President and Simon Green and
Gavan Dorian were elected as Ordinary
Board Members. Congratulations to
Alastair on his promotion from Ordinary
Board Member and we welcome Gavan as
a new member of the Board.

New Members

The Museum welcomes the following new
members and junior supporter.

789 Ms Sarah Johnson of North Shore
790 Mr Sean Cleak of Boronia

5049  Lorelei Giles of North Shore

Patronage & Publicity

The report in the Annual Report that
patronage has dropped to a record low led
to an interview with Richard Gilbert and
article in The Courier on 29 November.
WIN TV visited on Monday 24 November
whilst Dave O’Neil and Austin Brehaut
were hosting the annual Copsnkids visit
and this led to a prominent news story for
the Museum.

The good news for the Museum is that
since September patronage appears to have
settled back closer to average numbers.
We can only hope that the reduced cost of
fuel over the holidays sees many more
people visiting the Gardens.




In 1967 Ballarat had two “Santa trams”.
No. 32 was sponsored by Myers, and No.
17 by the Bridge Street traders.

In 1968 No. 21 was spectacularly
decorated in a paddle steamer theme as
“Santa’s  showboat”, complete with
portholes for windows. Early the
following year No. 21 was recycled in the
same decoration as the Begonia Festival
showboat!

In 1969 No. 18 appeared in a blaze of red,
white and green with bunting. The photo
on page 100 of The Golden City and its
Tramways (which unfortunately does no
justice to the bright colour scheme) shows
this tram on a charter for Nazareth Boys’
Home.

In 1970 No. 14 was the last Santa tram. By
the time Christmas 1971 came along, the
Ballarat tramway system had closed.

The Photos

The two photos on these pages were taken
by Richard Jones and we thank him for
permission for them to be published.

On the left No 18 is seen in December
1969 crossing Lydiard Street in Sturt Street
on a short working to View Point. Richard
wonders whether the girl in the red coat
eventually went on to appear in Schindler’s
List! Below No 17 is at Victoria Street
terminus in November 1967.

The Museum is recognised as having one
of the best collections of photos of Ballarat
streetscapes. We are always keen to
augment this collection and copies of
photos received are catalogued and always
acknowledged if published.

! Ballarat Courier 12 November 1964
% ibid 12 November 1965
% ibid 21 November 1966
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