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December 2006

News from the Ballarat Tramway Muse

The 2006 COTMA Conference

~ y

Conference delegates at Haddon on Sunday 19 Nove?@b8 Photo:Jeremy Honeyman

The Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia biahreonference was he
from 17 November 2006. TitleétCelebrating 100 yeas of Melbourne’s Electr
Trams” it was held in Melbourne to mark one hundred yezfrdMelbourne’
electric trams. One hundred and twenty peoplendtteé the various events. 7
location was the Batman Hill on Collins Hotel, & tcorner of Spencer afbllins
St, a great tramway watching location. It was atstanding success.

Hosted by COTMA, the BTM and the MTPA, a numberoofr members we
involved in organising and running the Conferendeegular Conferences ari
great meeting point for friendsom the various tramway museums and er
valuable business to be conducted. Workshops gneat variety of topics lead
useful learning and friendships are rekindled agmdanted. (continued page 3)
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The 2006 COTMA Conferenci

(continued from page one)

The OpeningAddress was presented

Geoffrey Claydon, Vice President of

Tramway Museum Society (based at C
in the UK) who spoke about the nature

value of umbrella bodies such as COTI
Winstan Bond, the recently retit
Treasurer of the TMS (UK) preparea
paper looking at achieving sustainability
independent museums such as ourse
Unfortunately he was unable to attend

to health problems. His paper \
presented by Howard Clark, Chairmar
the Sydney Tramway Museum. A
attending was Mikael Lundf the Danis
Tramway Museum, the proud custodian
ex Melbourne W6 965, the Royal Dar
Tram. He reported that the tram is \
popular with visitors and ran virtually ev
day during the operating season.

A visit to our tramway was included ithe
program and two bus loads of Deleg
arrived on the busy Springfest day, wt
on its own normally taxes our resout
fully, but when combined with the COTN
visit became quite a task. We rose ta
occasion.

Each Museum is encouraged to present

“Brag” of what it has achieved since
previous conference. This year the BT
Brag was a DVD presented by Rich
Gilbert. It was in the style of a Movietc
Newsreel, once such an integral par
going to the movies in Australia. It v
very well received.

On Tuesday, 2November, the Conferer
General Meeting was held at which

work of the COTMA Executive was

reviewed, concerns of Memt
organisations gathered and future direct
ascertained. Warren Doubleday,

BTM’s Manager Museum Services, was re-

elected as Chairman oEOTMA for &
further two years.

The Official Dinner was held at the Sa
Hotel in Spencer Street, Melbourne
this grand occasion was topped off \
music supplied by ‘The Saxophone ¢
Big Band” where the talents of one of
members, Sam Boon, antis musice
partner, Olaf Scott, played selections in
foyer whilst the guests arrived and part
of drinks.

This dinner was attended by officials fr
Yarra Trams, the Department
Infrastructure, our COTMA overseas gu
from England and Denmark agell as th
conference participants from New Zeal
and around Australia.

The following day saw a tour in Melboui
using trams VR 53, SW6 909 and D2 5
— the latter two painted to celebrate

years of Electric Trams in Melbour

Yarra Trams are thanked for their co-

operation in enabling the trip. That nic
over fifty people travelled on t
Restaurant Tram and had a great time.
following Thursday saw trips by abc
seventy delegates to the Tramway Mus
Society Victoria’s venue at Bylandsd tc
the Bendigo Tramways. The final ev
was a two day tour to Portland organi
by Richard Gilbert to visit Portland Ca
Trams. Some fifteen took part in this
and had a great time.

(continued page 4)
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Vale Neville Gower

On Thursday 9 November 2006 Ney
Gower, the Museum’'s foundati
Secretary, lost his long battle with can
He was almost sixty nine. Rigup to th
end Neville was active in promoting be
public transport to Ballarat and he rece
wrote to the Museum with a new idea
extending the tramway.

A note with Neville’s proxy vote for tt
recent AGM stated in part:

“Just a brief note to sg despite
continuing sickness, the highlights of B
was being able to see the completion
launching of Alan Bradley’s book and
privilege of taking the grandchildren fol
ride on the horse tram. Both proje

being dear to my heart — helping Alan get

started and working with Melton Foo
gain the body of No 1 for the BTM. Wt
I've never driven or conducted I
enjoyed helping in such admin strugc
with the City of Ballarat withformer
Presidents Hal Cain and Maurie Cal
and the valuable work of Warr
Doubleday with the Museum records,

Thanks for letting me be part of the BT
BTM etc all these year

Austin Brehaut represented the Museul
Neville’s funeral and he wre later “By
design or accident I'm not sure, but as
left the church, the clergy and alter sen
preceded the hearse as far as Pleasa
along the old tramway alignme
Someone remarked to me that it we
have been appropriate also to have h:
tram in the procession”. We extend ot

~condolences to Helen and family.

The Two Trammies

Recently the Museum was very please
receive a donation of the photograph sh
on the left.

The photo shows two Ballarat tramn
during the mid 1940's. Feaed in th
photo is Conductress Sylvia Mitchell ¢

i Driver Tom Young.

Sylvia  won the “Most  populi
Conductress” fund raising competition
through the Victorian tram depots in 19

" The fund raising was to support the |
g Cross Prisoner of War Fund.The phott

shows in very good detail, the uniforms

i aspects of the tramcars at the time.




