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April 2006

News from the Ballarat Tramway Muse

The Queen’s Baton Travels by Tram

oA b
Proudly holding the Queen’s Baton, champion baskktb Ray Borner poses with Pe
Winspur and Stephen Butler. He has jugtted from Tram No 671 after the short jour
from St Aidans Drive to the pedestrian crossinth centre of the Gardens. Ray contir
to the Conservatory before handing the Baton dhémext participant. It was carried ¢
lap of a miniature thletic track inside the Conservatory before cartig past the Depot
the Ex-Prisoners’ of War Memorial and beyond. Photo: Alastair Reither 9 March 20

Ballarat Trams are Ballarat History




Up before dawn on 9 March 2006 Tram No
waits for the Baton to arrive at St Aidans Drive.
Photo: Peter Winspur

Ray Borner gives the thumbs up to
photographer Alastair Reither.
BTM Collection

The Baton passethe Depot on its long journ
to the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne.
Photo: Paul Mon
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The Queen’s Baton Rela

Before dawn on Thursday 9 March 2C
Stephen Butler and Peter Winspur arr
at the Robert Clark €htre in the Garde
for an interview on local ABC radi
Meanwhile Gavin Young, Paul Mong ¢
Alastair Reither were preparing Tram
671 for the Queen’s Baton Relay. Afte
successful interview and a quick cof

Stephen and Peter ran out to St Aidan’

Drive. As the relay was commencing f
for the day the Baton arrived about 7
carried by three burly security guards
running geatr.

Soon after the media, Ray Borner, who
to carry the Baton, and the support t
arrived. A quick photo session ensued
at precisely 7:43 we were awayA couple
of minutes later the tram arrived outs
“Pipers on the Parade”. More phc
followed and Ray was off to t
Conservatory. Our part was over.

must thank the Ballarat organisers
including the Museum in the relay. 1
tramway featuredh the local media and
television as well in the “Herald Sun”.

2006 Begonia Festival

After the excitement of the Baton Rela
was down to work for our crews. As us
our team of traffic staff ree to the occasit
and for nine hours a day for five days
two W’'s ran without fault -carryir
thousands of passengers. They
supplemented by shuttle trips as reqt
utilising single truck trams. Almost ¢
thousand people travelled.

Despite unpasant hot and windy weat
the Sunday proved to be the busiest
with 1736 passengers. A wind change
Ballarat enveloped with smoke that evel
from serious bushfires nearby at Sr
Valley. The first rain for weeks fi
overnight settling the dit and leading to
very pleasant Labour Day.

Twenty four members volunteered tt
time and nearly 553 hours were worl
Gavin Young spent fifty seven hours
twenty five minutes at the Museum aln
breaking his 2004 record. Five pec
were presertor the five days. Others ga

as much of their time as they could
everyone’s contribution was valuable.

Special thanks go to our Perth “bo
Lindsay Richardson and John Sh
Without them we would have be
struggling as several of our regulars w
unavailable. Bruce Worthington also c:
down from Sydney to assist. D:
Macartney again spent hours cleaning
trams each night.

It was not all work, though, as sixte
members and friends dined at the Bung
Hotel on the Saturday night followed b
fascinating slide show at the Bunge
residence from earlier times in the life
Richard Gilbert. Another gathering of
shared a few drinks and dined in a Ball
pub next night.

We must thank Begonia Festl and ir
particular Barbara Chalkley for th
continuing support and recognition of
contribution the Museum makes to
success of the Festival.




G-FARES Plaa

The Geelong Tramways - 50 Years Ago

In recent years the Ballarat Tramy
Museum has been collecting and colla
Geelong tramway history and taking on
mantle of being custodians of that his
as there is of course no tramway grou

Eastern Beach routes. The longest!
was extended to Belmont on ™6
December, 1927. This could be comp:
with the Ballarat system having its long |
to Sebastopol and Bendigo with its I

Geelong. Being the third SEC operated line to Eaglehawk. The lasoute extensic
tramway system we feel some form was opened to Eastern Beach on"19
collecting, monitoring and recording of October, 1940.

history and artefacts should be maintained.

This year marks the #0year since tr
closure of the Geelong tramways. Un
Ballarat and Bendigo which commen
their tramway history with flimsy hors
trams in the case of Ballarat and ligl
constructed battery trams in the cast
Bendigo, the Geelong tramwi
commenced with the full package
electric trams operated by a well mane

and capable electricity supply company.

The Melbourne Electric Supply Compi
went on to become the foundation ston

the government established State Electricity

Commission.

After many years of tramway proposals
Geelong, permission was granted by
authorities in 1910 for the tramwaysten
to be constructed. The first tram to run
No.4 which ran a test run on track out:

the Depot on the late afternoon of™0

January, 1912. The system was offici
opened on Thursday, T4March, 1912
The usual fanfare and compliment
speeches were made and the residen
Geelong accepted to their hearts the
constructed system. As early as the
year track duplications were made
track extensions proposed in 1€
Extensions were made to the Chilw

The system commenced with seven si
truck trams and four trailers built

Duncan and Fraser of Adelaide. Over
years additional trams were acquired f
Pengelley & Co, Brill and the Meadowbank
Manufacturing Co. Two of the famc
Birney trams located in Bendi
commenced their SEC life in Geelong ¢
arriving from Port Adelaide. Ti
maximum traction trams arrived frc
Melbourne in the late 1940's and with
exception of two,all were transferred

Bendigo and Ballarat upon closure of
system.

The usual story leading to abandonmei
the system was played out in Geelon
elsewhere and the system was grad
closed between January and March 1
The last tram was No.#vhich ran fron
Belmont to the City late on the night
Sunday 28 March 1956. This tram h
been the test tram and first to run in 1912.

What is there now? Well a bit. Thi
Depot was contained within a fine br
building which surrounded it and traity
powerhouse. The outer wall has t
retained in a fine example of preserving
past. A Coles supermarket is discre
located within the walls. Some tram st
painted on poles, are still visible and

Belmont, North Geelong, Eastern Park and Depot roof structure is used as a scra
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metal storehouse in the suburb of Moc 13 or No 14, reflect on these trams ha
Only recently a major road construcl experienced an earlidife on this thirc
project saw the tram lines pulled up SEC tramway system.

Ryrie Street. Richard Gilber

When you are next riding at Ballarat in No  (From information supplied by Bill Scott)

Tram No 37 outside the Depot in August 1955. terdecame Ballarat No 42.
Photo: Keith Kings as published in “Trolley Wir&pril 1976

The former entrance to the Geelong Tram Depoth&it Gilbert, Clayton Giles and
friends pause during a recent tourPhoto: Richard Gilbert collection.




In the Workshop

Progress over the last couple of months
continued steadily on the final paintw
for No 40 in an effort to complete the wi
before tke colder weather sets in and me
painting more difficult. In the meantir
work has been busily proceeding
rewiring some of the lighting circu
including the headlights and dash car
lighting so that the tram can
recommissioned and made mobégain
Once this stage is reached all that wil
required is the final details of painting ¢
finishing for the tram to return to act
service.

One final day of major effort was made
complete the installation of the new fee
cable to power Weaiouree Parade a
connect new negative feeds to the rail
the depot. Other than some final techr
adjustments to the new circuit breakers
finalisation of operational procedures,

brings the work on the substat
reconstruction to completioiThis has bee
a long and very expensive project but
results have been well worth the effort

will serve the museum well into the future.

The weekday crew spent several ¢
constructing and installing the wooc
troughing for the overhead wirindoag 7

road within the depot. This is the final road

that remains unwired and once the trc
wire is installed in the next few weeks
will enable 7 road to be used for day to
operations as well as allowing easy ac
to the vast, and largely ureds south wa
of the depot where we intend to constr.
large storage space for the hundred
spare parts we have in our collection.

With the substation project now completed

and wanting to maintain some of
momentum created by this work, we h
turned our attention to improving otl
facilities within the depot and workshi
Planning is currently under way
improvements to storage, vikshop spac
member facilities and display areas and
intended to keep at least one or two
projects going at a time over the r
couple of years to utilise the downti
between various aspects of tran
maintenance and restoration.

Working On The Trams

| have no doubt that our fearless Tre
Manager has mentioned elsewhere in
issue that we have recently been invo
with The Begonia Festival. | should like
make my own comments on it.

As a crew member | find it the m
exhausting, bt enjoyable part of our ye
Normally we work in isolation, particulal
as a driver, when one often spends a w
Saturday with one’s tram the only comp
in the park. By contrast at Begonia T
we work as part of a friendly team. i
great toexperience taking over a full tri
“on the run”, or the wonderful feeling
being “taken by” the relief crew for
desperately needed lunch break. It's fL
jostle along a crowded tram trying to is
tickets between loading at the car park
emptyirg at the loop (what a relief that
don’t have to handle money at the s
time), or share a joke with passenger
are having a good time. We experie
passing or following other trams, wow,
just like a real tramwa

Thanks to all those who worko har
behind the scenes so that we crew men
can have such a great time.

‘Til next time, ATC




